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Child Death Overview Panel Flow Diagram1: Initial Notification of Child’s Death 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Notification to CDOP Coordinator, and completion of Form A, can take place by telephone.

Child (0-17) dies: 

o In hospital  

o At home 

o In community 

establishment 

o As the result of a 

road traffic incident 

or other accident 

o Having been 

murdered 

o Having committed 

suicide 

o In any other 

circumstances 

Health professional determining cause of death: 

o Notifies the CDOP Co-ordinator*, within 4 

hours  

o Completes and submits Form A, if form has 

not already been completed 

o Letter to family about CDOP process 

 

Appropriate member of health staff attending the 

child’s death: 

o Informs the Coroner and  

o Public Protection Unit (notify 

Communications Room to create a log to be 

brought to the attention of PPU)) 

 

Any professional attending the child’s death should 

initiate child protection procedures if they suspect that 

a child may be suffering abuse or neglect. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Any other professional who has, or receives, 

information that a child has died should: 

 Notify the CDOP Co-ordinator* 

 Complete and submit the Form A, if 

requested to do so 

 

Child Death Overview Panel 

Co-ordinator: 

o Ensures Form A is 

completed to required 

standard 

o Enters details of child 

death on Blackpool 

database 

o Confirms Rapid 

Response Team aware 

of death 

o Generates unique 

identifier 

o Provides Blackpool 

CDOP advisor (public 

health specialist) with 

copy of Form A with 

unique identifier 
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Child Death Overview Panel 2: Collecting and collating information 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

CDOP coordinator: 

o Sends Form B and any 

forms from B2-B11 to 

professionals 

identified on Form A 

as being relevant 

o Provides copy of 

covering letter to the 

appropriate CDOP 

agency representative 

for information 

 

 

CDOP coordinator: 

o Ensures forms are 

completed to required 

standard 

o Collates information 

onto a single form B 

(‘the case summary’) 

o Notes and tries to 

resolve any 

discrepancies 

o Where agreement 

cannot be reached, 

brings any disputed 

information to the 

attention of the CDOP 

Chair 

 

 

CDOP coordinator: 

o Sends completed 

case summary to 

CDOP advisor, 

Blackpool  

CDOP advisor, Blackpool: 

o Sets up individual case 

file for each child, 

allocating a unique 

identifier to each 

o Creates an agenda 

item for CDOP 

o Ensures that 

information, in 

anonymous format, is 

available for CDOP 

members  
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Child Death Overview Panel 3: Evaluating information about child deaths 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Child Death Overview Panel: 

o Analyses any 

environmental, extrinsic, 

medical or personal factors 

that may have contributed to 

the child’s death 

o Categorises the child’s 

death 

o Categorises the 

‘preventability’ of the 

child’s death 

o Lists the issues and learning 

points identified in the 

review 

o Where relevant, makes 

recommendations for 

further action/notification 

another agency or 

Authority, including referral 

for consideration as serious 

case review 

 

CDOP Chair: 

o Completes form C 

and ensures it is 

returned to CDOP 

coordinator  

o Where relevant, 

ensures notifications 

of child’s death are 

sent to other 

agency/Authority 

o Where relevant, 

notifies LSCB Chair 

of any death which 

CDOP considers 

may meet the criteria 

for a serious case 

review 

CDOP coordinator: 

o Collates all Blackpool 

CDOP Form Cs on 

Blackpool database 

o Provides standard 

reports for CDOP 

meetings 

o Completes final draft of 

annual return (LSCB1)  

o Provides data to the 

regional collaboration 

o Provides data to NHS 

Blackpool Public Health 

Department and others 

as appropriate for the 

purposes of analysis, 

audit and research  

LSCB Chair:  

o Approves and ensures 

submission of CDOP 

annual return 


